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to it. France, with the twofold guarantee of the Locarno Treaty
and the Kellogg Pact, has spent millions of money and years of
labour on a new fortified barrier extending from the Luxem-
burg border to the Swiss frontier, an entrenched line designed in
the light of lessons learned from the entrenched fronts of the
great stalemate in France and Flanders, with its broad and
deep ditches and extensive minefields intended to bar the way
of an attack by tanks, the terrible war chariots of modern days.
The proof given in the Great War that with 'intensive training'
it is possible, in a twelvemonth, to form battalions and divisions
of all arms for service in the field has led in many countries to a
reduction of the period of service with the colours for the part
of the annual levy of recruits to a year or a year and a half,
officers, selected sergeants, and some experts being the only
long-service troops. The result is that, even where in any
given year the regular army in barracks and training camps is
smaller in numbers than it was in 1914, the strength of the
reserves is growing more rapidly than in the pre-war years.

Besides their regular armies many European governments
maintain also large armed police or gendarmerie organizations,
and in several instances there is also a local militia. In the new
Italy militarism has become a feature of national education
and a duty of citizenship. The 'Balilla' or Boy Scout organiza-
tion under the Fascist regime has become an education for
soldiering from the elementary schools upwards, and on reach-
ing manhood the young men are enrolled in thousands in the
'Fascist Militia', the ceremony of enrolment including the pre-
sentation of a rifle, and militia battalions take part in the annual
army manoeuvres, besides having frequently war training with the
local garrisons. If we add to this that in several countries there
are patriotic or party associations organized on military lines,
one realizes that the disarmament question is further compli-
cated by the difficulty of estimating the trained and partly
trained forces that supplement the reserves of the regular army.

Moreover, it is misleading to compare the military statistics
of any country to-day with the totals for the years before 1914,
for except for the few countries disarmed by the Versailles